
Topic Formation Long 
 

Learning Outcome1. You can refine your topic in order to develop effective 
research questions and information seeking plans. 
Begin the survey.... 

Tell us who you are, and what topic you are researching! 

1. English 101 section number below: 
 1 

 2 

 ...  additional choices hidden ... 

 

2. Enter your first and last name: 
First Name: 

  

Last Name: 
  

3. Record the research topic, question, or thesis you are exploring today: 

  

 



4. Pre-searching will help you in refining your topic. Find a resource to use for 
pre-search by going to the Pre-Search LibGuide and selecting a database from 
the “General Online Reference Resources” box. 

Which database did you use? 
 Oxford 

 Sage 

 Gale 

 CQ 

 Wikipedia 

 

Source Title/Name (title of book/media item, name of 
journal/magazine/newspaper) (e.g., Encyclopedia of Sports):   

Title of Entry/Article (e.g., History of Tennis): 
  

Author (if listed): 
  

5. Read the entry/article. What are two things you learned about your topic? 

1st thing learned. 

  

2nd thing learned. 

  



Final thoughts... 

6. Having done some pre-search and learned more about your topic, how might 
your topic change based on what you learned?  You can move from single 
concept topics to multiple concept topics by focusing on geographic region, by 
time period, by discipline, and/or by population/demographic group. 
For example: "The Alamo" could become "Politicians of the early 20th century used stories of the 
Battle of the Alamo to influence elections and pass legislation." 

  

7. Find a source related to your refined topic! 

How did you find this source? (Which database did you use?): 
 Search It 

 JSTOR 

 Academic Search Complete 

 Other Database 

 

If other database: 

  

Source Information 
Source Title/Name (title of book/media item, name of 
journal/magazine/newspaper):   

Title of Journal/Magazine/Newspaper Article (if applicable): 
  

Author (if listed): 
  



8. What questions do you still have about your research? Record any questions 
or comments below. Include your email address for a response! 
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