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Spotlight on Donors

As you will see, the emphasis in this issue
of The Record is on YOU, the valued donors
to the WSU Libraries! The University library
system truly would not be the multifaceted insti-
tution of excellence that it is without your gener-
ous support of money, books, special collections,
time, and talent. Your recognition of the vital role
that the WSU Libraries play in supporting academ-
ics and research in every discipline motivates you
to give freely, and we want to say THANK YOU!!
one and all. Your gifts do make a difference.

But, more than the gifts themselves, we want
to use this issue to spotlight some of the people
behind the gifts, beginning with our dedicated
WSU Libraries Council. This group of men and

women has become quite special to me in the few
months I have been at the Libraries. They have
strong loyalties to WSU as a whole and are support-
ers of multiple areas,
including the Librar-
ies. Many of them
have particular affec-
tion for the Libraries
from their under-
graduate days; others
just love learning
and see a gift to the
Libraries as being the
most effective way to
enhance that quality
in others. But, what-
ever their reason for
giving, they are one
of the most intel-
ligent, hard-working
and downright fun
groups I have ever
had the privilege of
working with. Many
thanks to you,

Washington State University President
Emeritus Dr. Glenn Terrell
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WSULC, for making my early days with
the WSU Libraries such a pleasure!

I am in the process of meeting other
donors to the WSU Libraries (are you
ready for my call?), but want to share
about one in particular—Dr. Glenn Ter-
rell. Dr. Terrell, as many of you know,
was president of Washington State Uni-
versity from 1967-1985, a period which
covered some turbulent years of student
unrest on campuses across the nation.
Dr. Terrell has recently published mem-
oirs of his tenure as president, entitled
The Ministry of Leadership: Heart and
Theory. In honor of the publication of
his book, the WSU Libraries will be host-
ing a reception for Dr. Terrell in early
April in Seattle. In addition to reading
from his book, Dr. Terrell has also gra-
ciously agreed to speak on behalf of
the WSU Libraries and communicate his
perspective about their importance to
the University.

This is a wonderful opportunity for
the WSU Libraries, and we so appreciate
Dr. Terrell’s willingness to partner with
us in this event. President Emeritus Ter-
rell, however, is just doing in his way
what all of our donors do—using time
and resources to give back to the WSU
Libraries. We wouldn’t be who we are
without each and every one of you!!

Alisa D. May |

Director of Development
amay@wsu.edu
509-335-9605



The Washington State University Libraries Council

By Alicia Driver

alking down the Terrell Mall towards Holland/
WNew Library, one sees the bustling of students

entering and exiting the main doors, instantly
giving the feeling that the library is a main stop for many
students between classes. Once inside, with the sky visible
through the large glass atrium dome, you see a vast col-
lection of books, journals, videos, CDs, and computer tech-
nology. Students are busy at terminals accessing informa-
tion, meeting with reference librarians, browsing the stacks,
studying alone in carrels, or working as teams in designated
group areas.

The six Pullman campus libraries contain over six mil-
lion items and employ thirty-nine librarians and seventy-
six staff. The Libraries’ resources support WSU'’s academic
research programs and help provide students with a qual-
ity education.

One group committed to ensuring that the Libraries
maintain an enduring value for future generations of WSU
students is the Washington State University Libraries Coun-
cil (WSULC). Its members all have a strong affection for
and connection with the Libraries and value its impact on
their education.

“When I was given the opportunity to be a part of the
WSULC, I knew it was something that [ wanted to do. It
gave me an opportunity to continue an interest and love
of the library instilled in me many years ago,” said Marilyn
Kimble, WSULC member.

The WSULC, initially called the Western Washington
Advisory Board, was created in 1998 by Bob Staab, former
Director of Development, and Nancy Baker, former Director
of Libraries. The Council was started as a west-side Friends
of the Library group to encourage people in the Puget
Sound area to financially support the WSU Libraries. Seattle
was chosen because it is the most densely populated alumni
area in Washington state, although library support is by no
means limited to the Puget Sound region. In the future, the
WSULC would like to extend its membership or see similar
groups established across the state.

The members of the WSULC want to see Washington
State University excel in every area possible. They believe
that the Libraries are the backbone of any academic and
research institution, and that all who attend WSU benefit
from them. Keeping the collections and services up-to-date
and relevant for students requires alumni and friends to
give back to the Libraries.

“Donating to the Libraries is the best thing you can do,”
exhorts Judith Borth. “If we want a first class university,
we must have the resources of a first class library system.”
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WSULC members left to right: Judith Borth, Tom Weingarten,
Ginny Steel, Mary Kay Fowler, Carol Toschi, Ron Fowler, Matt
Williams, Alisa May.

Other WSULC members agree. Matt Williams feels, “The
library is critical to the University as a whole for education
and for providing resources to attract future students.” And
Tom Weingarten added “We can’t be world class without a
world class library.”

Several members began donating their time and finances
because of fond memories of Holland Library from their
undergraduate years at WSU. Carol Toschi remembers
coming to WSU and seeing Holland Library for the first
time. “It was an eye-opening experience after coming from
a small town. This library was large and had a lot of good
information in it.”

While Patti Knowles was at WSU in the late 60s, she
was required by her living group to be in the library any
time she wasn’t in class Monday through Friday. “I usually
arrived before 8:00 a.m. and always selected the same desk
in the window row on the first floor. The Library became
my comfort zone. All things radiated from it like spokes
from a wheel.” Marilyn Kimble said much the same thing:
“Holland Library was the hub of the campus, providing
a place to study, meet friends, and do research required
of class work. To me, the library had a welcoming atmo-
sphere, it was a place where I belonged.” Marilyn has
another strong bond with the library—she was a student
worker in Holland from 1961-1964, and her husband
Wallis also worked for a time shelving books in the Science
section of Holland.

Over thirty years later, despite impressive changes in the
electronic information landscape, much remains the same.
Most fraternities and sororities still require their members
to do study tables. During this time students are able to get
homework done and socialize with friends. Now, on most
Fridays at noon, the Holland/New Library is a place where
one can take time out from studies and relax to a concert
being played in the atrium, as part of the Libraries’ Atrium
Music Series.

And the Libraries still provide a place for students to
find work. The Pullman campus libraries employ approxi-
mately 150 students every year, for up to 20 hours
a week. These student workers are able to help fund
their college education, become more familiar with library
resources, behind-the-scenes processing, and, in some cases,







